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Accessible Guidance Notes for Applicants (2026 Entry)
This accessible version of the Doctoral Landscape Awards (DLA) guidance is written in clear, plain English. It summarises the key information about eligibility, application steps, and support available to applicants with SEND or neurodiverse needs.


About the Doctoral Landscape Awards
The Doctoral Landscape Awards (DLA) are part of the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funding for PhD study. They support original research in arts and humanities subjects at Birmingham City University (BCU) and partner universities across the Midlands.
BCU DLA doctoral students will join the East and West Midlands Hub. This group includes students from seven universities in the Midlands: 
· Coventry University
· De Montfort University
· The University of Birmingham
· The University of Leicester 
· The University of Nottingham
· University of Warwick
Through the Hub, you will have access to a wide network of researchers and an interdisciplinary training programme.
Who Can Apply
You can apply if you meet the following conditions:
You hold a Master’s degree, are completing one, or have professional or creative experience relevant to your research.
You do not already hold a doctoral qualification.
You are not currently enrolled on a PhD.

BCU also offers the ‘That’s Me! Studentship, which supports applicants from underrepresented backgrounds into postgraduate research with bespoke career mentoring.
How to Apply
Follow these steps to apply:
Find a Supervisor – Identify a BCU academic who matches your research area.

Submit an Expression of Interest (optional) – by 17 November 2025 (noon, UK Time).

Begin the BCU Online Application Form for your chosen research degree on the BCU Online Application portal – before 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time).

Complete and Upload the Doctoral Landscape Award Funding Application Form to the BCU Online Application Portal – due by 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time).

References – two references must be uploaded to the BCU Online Application Portal (using the DLA reference request form) - due by 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time).

Upload copies of Higher Education Certificates and Transcripts to the BCU Online Application Portal – due by 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time).

Submit BCU Online Application Form with DLA Funding Application Form, Higher Education Certificates and Transcripts, and Two References attached by 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time) deadline. 

[bookmark: _Int_ImpTxErj]Wait for Results – interviews for those shortlisted will take place in February, outcomes shared in May 2026.


What to Include in Your Application
Applications are reviewed using three main areas known as the ‘3 Ps’. Use these to guide how you write your form:
Project – What your research is about, why it matters, and what makes it original.
Preparedness – What skills and experience you already have and how they prepare you for PhD study.
Place – Why BCU (and the Midlands Hub) is the right environment for your project.
Research Degree Application Pages
· To begin your application for a Research Degree at BCU, please use the following links. 
· Art and Design Research Degree
· English Research Degree
· Media and Cultural Studies Research Degree
· Music and Performing Arts (Conservatoire) Research Degree
· Law Research Degree

· On each page, there will be a ‘How to Apply button’, which takes you to the part of the webpage with details on how to apply.
· You will need to indicate if you are a ‘UK’ or ‘International Student’. 
· You then need to select the ‘Apply Online’ button for either the full-time or part-time program for September 2026. 


Tips for Applicants
Start early – give yourself time to find supervisors and prepare drafts.
Ask your potential supervisor to review your DLA funding application form before submission.
Send your referees the DLA reference request form to complete as early as possible. 
Set your referees a deadline for when they need to return their completed reference to you, so you can upload it to the BCU Online Application Portal before the 27 January (Noon, UK Time) deadline. 
Use clear language and check your word limits.
Save and back up your work regularly.
Start the BCU Online Application Form early, and before the deadline. You can start the Online Application Form on the portal and then save your progress. You can return to the portal to submit when your application is complete.
You must submit your BCU Online Application Form with DLA Funding Application Form, Higher Education Certificates and Transcripts, and Two References attached by 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time) deadline. 
Final Checklist
Contacted supervisors and confirmed support.
Submitted optional Expression of Interest.
Contacted referees and asked they complete the DLA reference request form for you. Set them a deadline to return this to you. 
Started the BCU Online Application Form for your chosen research degree.
Attached your completed DLA funding application form, two references and higher education certificate to the BCU Online Application Form.
Submitted completed BCU online Application form before 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time).

Incomplete or late applications submitted after the deadline of 27 January 2026 (noon, UK time) will not be considered. 

Accessibility and Support
If you have a disability, long-term health condition, or neurodiverse need that makes completing the application difficult, you can ask for support.
Please contact the Doctoral Landscape Team at DLA@bcu.ac.uk as early as possible for help.

Contact Information
For general enquiries: DLA@bcu.ac.uk
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