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Suggested Audition Pieces: 
Classical play selection 
(Elizabethan/Jacobean 1558-1642) 
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Piece one should be taken from a Classical play (Elizabethan/Jacobean 1558-1642).  
 
This suggested list of Elizabethan/Jacobean pieces is not an exhaustive list – nor are these pieces 
mandatory, they are simply suggestions.  
 
If you have your own ideas on the speech you would like to perform, please do not hesitate to use 
your own choice. 
 
Suggested pieces for candidates aged 20 and under…………………………....page 2 
 
Suggested pieces for candidates aged 21 – 24…………………………………..page 4
    
Suggested pieces for candidates aged 25 – 29…………………………………..page 6 
 
Suggested pieces for candidates aged 30+…………………………………..…..page 8 
 
 

Suggested pieces for candidates aged 20 and under 

 
Isabella (Women Beware Women) 

Act 1 Sc 2 lines 158 – 185 
From: "Marry a fool…" 
To: "When my best friend’s distress’d? What is’t afflicts you, sir?" 
 
Julia (Two Gentlemen of Verona) 

Act 1 Sc 2 lines 105 – 130 
From: "Nay, would I were so angered with the same." 
To: "Now kiss, embrace, contend, do what you will." 
 
Diana (All’s Well That Ends Well) 

Act 4 Sc 2 lines 55 – 77 
From: "When midnight comes, knock at my chamber window…" 
To: "To cozen him that would unjustly win." (Ignoring Bertram) 
 
Cressida (Troilus and Cressida) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 114 – 130 
From: "Hard to seem won; but I was won, my lord…" 
To: "My soul of counsel from me. Stop my mouth." 
 
Helena (All’s Well That Ends Well) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 101 – 131 
From: "’Till I have no wife I have nothing in France…" 
To: "For with the dark, poor thief, I’ll steal away." 
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Annabella (‘Tis Pity She’s A Whore) 

Act 5 Sc 1 lines 1 – 23 
From: "Pleasures, farewell, and all ye thriftless minutes…" 
To: "The torment of an uncontrollèd flame;" 
 
Gaoler’s Daughter (Two Noble Kinsmen) 

Act 2 Sc 4 lines 1 – 33 
From: "Why should I love this gentleman?" 
To: "And this night; ere tomorrow he will love me." 
 
Arthur (King John) 

Act 4 Sc 1 lines 41 – 70 
From: "Have you the heart? When you head did but ache…" 
To: "I would not have believed him; no tongue but Hubert’s." 
(Excluding second part of line 58 and lines 59 and 60) 
 
Antipholus of Syracuse (Comedy of Errors) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 29 – 52 
From: "Sweet mistress-what your name is else I know not…" 
To: "Let love, being light, be drowned if she sink." 
 
Giovanni (‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore) 

Act 1 Sc 2 lines 139 – 158 
From: "Lost. I am lost. My fates have doomed my death…" 
To: "O me! She comes." 
 
Prince Harry (1 Henry IV) 

Act 1 Sc 2 lines 192 – 214 
From: "I know you all, and will a while uphold…" 
To: "Redeeming time when men think least I will." 
 
Sebastian (Twelfth Night) 

Act 4 Sc 3 lines 1 – 21 
From: "This is the air, that is the glorious sun…" 
To: "That is deceivable. But here the lady comes." 
 
Gratiano (Merchant of Venice) 

Act 1 Sc 1 lines 79 – 104 
From: "Let me play the fool…" 
To: "I’ll end my exhortation after dinner." 
 
Young Clifford (2 Henry VI) 

Act 5 Sc 3 lines 31 – 65 
From: "Shame and confusion, all is on the rout!" 
To: "Nothing so heavy as these woes of mine." 
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Suggested pieces for candidates aged 21 - 25 

 
Margaret (Henry VI ii) 

Act 3 Sc 1 lines 4 – 41 
From: "Can you not see, or will ye not observe…" 
To: "Or else conclude my words effectual." 
 
Annabella (‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore) 

Act 5 Sc 1 lines 1 – 37 
From: "Pleasures, farewell, and all ye thriftless minutes…" 
To: "I long have died in." (Ignoring Friar) 
 
Sylvia (Two Gentlemen of Verona) 

Act 4 Sc 4 lines 11 – 36 
From: "O Eglamour, thou art a gentleman…" 
To: "That I may venture to depart alone." 
 
Lady Percy (1 Henry 1V) 

Act 2 Sc 4 lines 37 – 64 
From: "O my good lord, why are you thus alone…" 
To: "And I must know it, else he loves me not." 
 
Queen Isabel (Richard II) 

Act 5 Sc 1 lines 1 – 15 & 26 – 34 
From: "This way the King will come. This is the way…" 
To: "When triumph is become an alehouse guest?" and 
From: "What, is my Richard both in shape and mind…" 
To: "Which art a lion and the king of beasts?" 
 
Luciana (Comedy of Errors) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 1 – 28 
From: "And may it be that you have quite forgot…" 
To: "When the sweet breath of flattery conquers strife." 
 
Portia (Merchant of Venice) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 40 – 62 
From: "Away then. I am locked in one of them…" 
To: "I view the fight than thou that mak’st the fray." 
 
Prince Harry (2 Henry 1V) 

Act 4 Sc 3 lines 151 – 178 
From: "No, I will sit and watch here by the King…" 
To: "Will I to mine leave, as ‘tis left to me." 
 
 



5 | P a g e  
 

Richard Crookback (Henry VI iii) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 164 – 195 
From: "O, monstrous fault, to harbour such a thought…" 
To: "Tut, were it farther off, I’ll pluck it down." 
 
Proteus (Two Gentlemen of Verona) 

Act 2 Sc 6 lines 1 – 43 
From: "To leave my Julia shall I be forsworn…" 
To: "As thou hast lent me wit to plot this drift." 
 
Mosca (Volpone) 

Act 3 Sc 1 lines 1 – 33 
From: "I fear I shall begin to grow in love…" 
To: "Are the true parasites, others but their zanies." 
 
Richard (Richard II) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 32 – 58 
From: "Discomfortable cousin, know’st thou not…" 
To: "Weak men must fall; for heaven still guards the right." 
 
Gaveston (Edward II) 

Act 1 Sc 1 lines 1 – 24 
From: "My father is deceas’d, come Gaveston…" 
To: "But how now, what are these?" 
 
Edward IV (3 Henry VI) 

Act 5 Sc 7 lines 1 – 20 
From: "Once more we sit in England’s royal throne…" 
To: "And of our labours thou shall reap the gain." 
 
Bassanio (Merchant of Venice) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 114 - 148 
From: "What find I here?…" 
To: "Until confirmed, signed, ratified by you." 
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Suggested pieces for candidates aged 26 - 30 

 
Titania (Midsummer Night’s Dream) 

Act 2 Sc 1 lines 81 – 117 
From: "These are the forgeries of jealousy…" 
To: "We are their parents and original." 
 
Portia (Julius Caesar) 

Act 2 Sc 1 lines 236 – 277 
From: "Nor for yours neither. You’ve ungentley, Brutus…" 
To: "Even from darkness." (Excluding Brutus) 
 
Beatrice-Joanna (The Changeling) 

Act 4 Sc 1 lines 1 – 19 
From: "This fellow has undone me endlessly…" 
To: "Sure ‘twas forgot; I’ll be so bold as look in’t." 
 
Vittoria (The White Devil) 

Act 4 Sc 2 lines 105 – 125 
From: "What have I gain’d by thee but infamy?" 
To: "I’ll not shed one tear more; - I’ll burst first." 
 
Lady Macbeth (Macbeth) 

Act 1 Sc 5 lines 14 – 29 & 37 – 53 
From: "Glamis thou art, and Cawdor, and shalt be…" 
To: "To have thee crowned withal" and 
From: "The raven himself is hoarse…" 
To: "To cry ‘Hold, hold!'" 
 
Vindice (The Revenger’s Tragedy) 

Act 1 Sc 1 lines 1 – 49 
From: "Duke: royal lecher; go, grey-hair’d Adultery…" 
To: "But wise men little are more great than they." 
 
Oberon (Midsummer Night’s Dream) 

Act 2 Sc 1 lines 147 – 188 
From: "Well, go thy way. Thou shalt not from the grove…" 
To: "And I will overhear their conference." (Excluding Robin/Puck) 
 
Prince of Morocco (Merchant of Venice) 

Act 2 Sc 7 lines 13 – 60 
From: "Some god direct my judgement! Let me see…" 
To: "Here do I choose, and thrive I as I may." 
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Mark Antony (Julius Caesar) 

Act 3 Sc 2 lines 171 – 199 
From: "If you have tears, prepare to shed them now…" 
To: "Here is himself, marred, as you see, with traitors." 
 
Lieutenant / Captain (2 Henry VI) 

Act 4 Sc 1 lines 69 – 103 
From: "Convey hem hence and, on our longboats side…" 
To: "And all by thee. Away, convey him hence." (Excluding Suffolk) 
 
Saturninus (Titus Andronicus) 

Act 4 Sc 4 lines 1 – 26 
From: "Why, lords, what wrongs are these! Was ever seen…" 
To: "Cut off the proud’st conspirator that lives." 
 
Faulconbridge (King John) 

Act 2 Sc 1 lines 561 – 599 
From: "Mad world, mad kings, mad composition!…" 
To: "Gain, be my lord, for I will worship thee." 
 
Iago (Othello) 

Act 2 Sc 3 lines 327 – 353 
From: "And what’s he then that says I play the villain…" 
To: "That shall enmesh them all…" 
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Suggested pieces for candidates aged 30+ 

 
Margaret (Henry VI iii) 

Act 5 Sc 4 lines 1 – 38 
From: "Great lords, wise men ne’er sit and wail their loss…" 
To: "’Twere childish weakness to lament or fear." 
 
Volumnia (Coriolanus) 

Act 5 Sc 3 lines 132 – 173 
From: "Nay, go not from us thus…" 
To: "This is the last." 
 
Nurse (Romeo and Juliet) 

Act 1 Sc 3 lines 18 – 50 
From: "Even or odd, of all days in the year…" 
To: "And, pretty fool, it stinted and said ‘Ay’." 
 
Margaret (Richard III) 

Act 4 Sc 4 lines 82 – 115 
From: "I called thee then ‘vain flourish of my fortune’;" 
To: "These English woes shall make me smile in France." 
 
Constance (King John) 

Act 2 Sc 2 lines 1 – 26 
From: "Gone to be married? Gone to swear a peace?" 
To: "But this one word: whether thy tale be true." 
 
Duchess of Gloucester (Richard II) 

Act 1 Sc 2 lines 44 - 74 
From: "Why then, I will. Farewell, old Gaunt…" 
To: "The last leave of thee takes my weeping eye." 
 
Giacomo (Cymbeline) 

Act 2 Sc 2 lines 11 – 51 
From: "The crickets sing, and man’s o’er-laboured sense…" 
To: "One, two, three. Time, time!" 
 
Iago (Othello) 

Act 2 Sc 3 lines 327 – 353 
From: "And what’s he then that says I play the villain…" 
To: "That shall enmesh them all…" 
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Cassius (Julius Caesar) 

Act 1 Sc 2 lines 136 – 162 
From: "Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow world…" 
To: "As easily as a king." 
 
Boyet (Love’s Labour’s Lost) 

Act 5 Sc 2 lines 81 – 118 
From: "Prepare, madam, prepare…" 
To: "To check their folly, passion’s solemn tears." (Excluding Princess) 
 
Enobarbus (Antony and Cleopatra) 

Act 2 Sc 2 lines 191 – 245 
From: "I will tell you…" 
To: "Bless her when she is riggish." (Excluding Agrippa) 
 
Antigonus (The Winter’s Tale) 

Act 3 Sc 3 lines 14 – 57 
From: "Come, poor babe…" 
To: "I am gone forever." 
 
King Philip (King John) 

Act 2 Sc 1 lines 235 – 266 
From: "When I have said, make answer to us both…" 
To: "And stalk in blood to our possession?" 
 
Duke of York (3 Henry VI) 

Act 1 Sc 4 lines 112 – 150 
From: "She wolf of France, but worse than wolves of France" 
To: "Gainst thee, fell Clifford, and thee, false Frenchwoman." 




