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Resource Pack 1
Task

In your group: Your aim is to create a poster that visually represents the information you have been provided and can easily
show this information. Your poster should as visual as possible – you can include as many sketches, diagrams, graphs, maps,
numbers, symbols, pictures, graphs, cartoons as you want. However you may only include 15 words. A map has been provided
for your information – however, if you would like to include a map in your display then you will have to draw your own. Some
photos have also been included – these may be used in your display.

Your Information

Geography
The First World War was fought on many fronts spanning a range of geographical regions:
•

The Western Front - Muslim soldiers fought predominantly in Belgium and France, but there were also some key battles in
Italy.

•

The Balkans - In addition to Greek and Macedonian lands, there were significant battles in Turkey, such as the Gallipoli
Campaign, which involves thousands of Muslim soldiers.

•

Egypt - Egypt played a major part in the war due to its geographical location and loyalty to the British.

•

Africa - Often forgotten, African countries both on the eastern and western sides of the continent took part in the war,
many as French colonies.

•

Asia - Very significant, particularly at the start of the war, there were numerous battles across Asia, most famously in
Mesopotamia and Hejaz, but also in Persia, Aden, and some regions of India.

•

Other theatres of war included Australasia, Russia, and of course, the ocean.

Woking
A newspaper report from 1915, in the Nottingham Evening Post, describes the Eid prayers for its readers. Entitled
‘Mohammedan Festival at Woking’, the article begins: ‘A scene truly oriental in character was enacted at Woking yesterday’. It
describes the Eid prayers, the exchanges of greetings, and the food.

Profile

Abdur Rashid | Rank: Havildar | Regiment: Indian Infantry
In a letter dated 10th November 1915, Abdur Rashid writes to his friend Sheikh Ramzani in Dardanelles about the Eid prayer
in Woking. Abdur Rashid was at the Baron Court Hospital Hospital in the south of England when he, along with hundreds of
other Muslims, was taken to London by rail in order to take part in Eid celebrations.
He describes how there were 900 people at the prayer, and is fascinated that these included ‘English converts to Islam’. He
reveals that the sermon was also translated into English. Abdur Rashid also details the food on offer, which included pilau rice
and puri bread. Upon his return, he describes how his Colonel gave each Muslim soldier a gift, namely: ‘a pound of meat, six
eggs, a pound of sweets, as much flour and spices as we wanted, and a pint of milk’. He concludes: ‘all the Musalmans met and
enjoyed the feast’.
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Theatres of War

Nottingham Evening Post, 14th
August 1915
(The Woking Muslim Mission)

Eid Prayers at Woking Mosque, September 1915 (The Woking Muslim Mission)
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