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AHRC Doctoral Landscape Awards 

Reference Request

You have been nominated as a referee in support of an application to undertake a research degree at Birmingham City University. We would be grateful if you would provide us with a reference on the applicant's preparedness, general suitability, academic and/or professional expertise and experience, which is required to undertake the proposed research degree. 

Please note that this reference will also be used to assess a candidate’s suitability to receive doctoral funding under the AHRC Doctoral Landscape Awards; therefore, please complete all sections as fully as possible.

To be considered for the Doctoral Landscape Awards at Birmingham City University, candidates will need to supply two references. At least one referee needs to be able to provide an assessment of the candidate’s expertise relevant to the proposed research project. This would typically be an academic referee but can be, for example, a leader in the field of practice. 

We ask that referees convert this reference request form into a PDF file before returning it to the candidate to submit as part of their application to Birmingham City University. This is to ensure that the reference remains accurate and as completed by the referee. 
	

	Applicant’s Name:
	Course Applied To:
	Date of Reference:

	  Click or tap here to enter text.   	
Choose an item.

	Click to select a date.
	Referee’s Name:

	Signature:
(Not required if sent from an official email address)


	  Click or tap here to enter text.   	


	Company or Institution:

	
  Click or tap here to enter text.   


	In what capacity do you know this applicant (dissertation supervisor, personal tutor, course leader, line manager etc.)?

	
  Click or tap here to enter text.   


	How long have you known the applicant?

	
  Click or tap here to enter text.   


	Are you a prospective PhD Supervisor?

	  Click or tap here to enter text.   



	Please tick here if you do not consent for us to disclose the information provided in this reference, to the applicant. If requested by the individual to release this information, we will take your consent preference into account when considering all of the circumstances and deciding whether it is appropriate.
	☐


Professional or Academic Reference Section

Please complete the below table for the candidate to the best of your knowledge and experience. 
	      	          	          	          	          
	
	Excellent
	Very good
	Average
	Below Average
	Poor

	Motivation for research
	
	
	
	
	

	Ambition and Drive
	
	
	
	
	

	Originality and Creativity	          
	
	
	
	
	

	Problem Solving Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Decision Making Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Time Management Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Oral Communication Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Written Communication Skills	
	
	
	
	
	

	Numeracy
	
	
	
	
	




Please complete the below questions for the candidate to the best of your knowledge and experience.

	1. Previous performance: Include a realistic assessment of the quality of the applicant’s academic work and/or performance to date (providing evidence to support your comments). Please be as specific as possible [max 350 words].

	
Click or tap here to enter text.









	2. Potential for postgraduate study: Evidence of the candidate’s aptitude and preparedness for the proposed course of study. Please provide an assessment of the candidate’s experience to date, and if they are equipped to complete the project [max 350 words].

	
Click or tap here to enter text.














	3. Preparedness for doctoral study:  Your assessment of the applicant’s preparedness to undertake the proposed research project, including their capacity for original thought and ability to grasp concepts and reason analytically [max 350 words].

	
Click or tap here to enter text.













	4. The applicant’s motivation and perseverance in achieving objectives.  Comment on the applicant’s ability to complete objectives successfully and on time. Please provide evidence of work which has previously been completed within a given timescale [max 350 words].

	
Click or tap here to enter text.













	6. Any other comments [max 350 words].

	
Click or tap here to enter text if required.














We ask that referees convert this reference request form into a PDF file before returning it to the candidate to submit as part of their application to Birmingham City University. This is to ensure that the reference remains accurate and as completed by the referee. 

If you have any queries regarding this reference request, please contact the Doctoral Landscape Award Team on DLA@bcu.ac.uk, and our Research Degrees Team on research.admissions@bcu.ac.uk. 
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