
ADM Archive Placement - Ezra Jackson

For my BCU 2nd year placement module, I worked alongside the archive’s assistant, Benedict. I 
learnt to triage, organise, and catalogue through working on the Graham Collier collection. 

My first job was to go through the whole of the Graham       
Collier Collection and divide the items into folders. This task 
took several weeks on placement to complete; it often hap-
pened that particular items did not fit into one specific folder 
and included more broad themes which did make it difficult to 
structure at times. 

I think the experience I gained from this has contributed to my  
ability to prioritise and organise material not only in an archival 
sense but also in my art practice. Being able to discern what will or 
won’t be useful quickly is a skill which will increase my efficiency 
and workflow in future projects.

I found using the archival material sensitively a challenge, not to be of-
fensive or biased in my outcome. Graham Collier was a real person and 
there are people today who care about his legacy. Although this was a 
challenge, I believe through this initial anxiety my display and future 
work is and will be more succinct, informative, and empathetic.

Whilst cataloguing, I found that searching through and reading such personal documents, letters, poems etc is 
quite an intimate process. Even though I have never met Graham Collier, I feel as if I know him personally and 
have a genuine interest in his life, to the point where reading his obituary made me somewhat emotional. Also, 
considering that the collection is centred around jazz music, (which was not of particular interest to me at the 
beginning of the placement) I now have a better understanding of the jazz world and have gained more interest 
in the subject through cataloguing.

In addition to cataloguing, I created a digital collage, a display to be 
shown in May 2026, and an information sheet to go along with it. 

For more information about the Graham Collier collection: https://www.bcu.ac.uk/arts/art-and-
design-archive/collections/graham-collier-collection
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